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Surface Level Satisfaction Conceals Cynicism and Discontent with State Government

Results from a recent Holland Children’s Institute poll of 600 registered Nebraska voters! show that on
the surface, voters are broadly satisfied with the direction of the state (55 percent right direction to 31
percent wrong track) and the performance of their state government (the Unicameral receives the
approval of 61 percent of voters and Governor Ricketts receives the approval of 54 percent as well)
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However, closer examination suggests this may be
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response was “money” (see Figure 2), cited by nearly ! \miﬁut]iirﬁu%mn Specia
three-in-ten respondents (28 percent). Overall, 70 I]E u p I E
percent of voters offered a cynical answer (e.g.,

money, lobbyists or special interests, personal agendas or interest, and partisanship).

1 TargetSmart designed and administered this telephone survey conducted by professional interviewers. The survey reached
600 adults, who indicated they were registered to vote in Nebraska. The survey was conducted from July 25-29, 2018. The
sample was randomly selected from TargetSmart's enhanced voter file. The data were weighted by gender, age, party
registration, and region by congressional district to ensure an accurate reflection of the population. The overall margin of error
is £4.0%. The margin of error for subgroups is larger and varies. Percentage totals may not add up precisely due to rounding.
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Voters Think State Policy and Further Cuts Benefit Big Business and Wealthy, Not Them
Consistent with widespread feelings of cynicism, voters are unlikely to think state economic policies
have done much to help them, the middle class, or local small businesses. Instead, as shown in Figure 3,
they are much more likely to think those policies have helped the wealthy and big corporations.

Figure 1: How Much Has State Economic Policy Helped [Group] in the Past Year?

Big corporations T R N I0% N 14%
Wealthy Nebraskans I T 20 N 8 o 14%

Small businesses in your area 12%
Foreign and out-of-state companies 35%
Blue collar workers 11%
Nebraska's middle class 6%

Average Nebraska families IS S 6 35 s e 5%
Families living in poverty  INENFEY RO s . 12%
5%

You and your family
0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

H A lot/A fair amount M Just some M Very little/Not at all (DK/RF)

Similarly, strong pluralities of voters across the state think that further cuts to state services like
education and healthcare would harm their Figure 2: Perceived Impact of Cuts on Own Family by Region
family (as shown in Figure 4). Moreover, when

voters are then asked who they think will benefit Statewide _-

most by cuts to further investment in education

and healthcare—small businesses and middle- bt _-
class families or large corporations and wealthy D2 _-

families—most voters answer that these cuts will
benefit big business and the wealthy rather than cp-3 _-
small businesses and the middle class. Tellingly,
these perceptions show strong consistency across
demographic—and even partisan—lines, as
shown in Figure 5, below.
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Figure 3: Who Will Benefit Most from Cuts to State Education and Healthcare Services?  Overall, regardless of party,
gender, or education, more
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